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closes with the compiler's summing-up of Haeckel's
contribution to biology and philosophy. There is also a
valuable index and a good photograph of Haeckel.

Philosophically, Haeckel was a staunch monist and
saw Darwin's evolutionary system as a great unifying
principle. 'Monism as the link between Religion and
Science' was the title of one of his lectures, while he
constantly stressed that living matter was not divisible
into either the plant or the animal kingdom but was a
unity ofthree major forms, Plant, Protista, and Animal-
an interesting emphasis for Protista have been re-
established in English teaching curricula only recently.
This book is a valuable reminder of our debt to an out-
standing biologist. J. CHAYN

British Medical Bulletin. Vol. 25, No. 1. New
Aspects of Human Genetics. Edited by C. E. Ford
and Harry Harris. (Pp. 118. 40s.) London: The
British Council. 1969.

As is to be expected from this authoritative survey of
current achievements and problems in human genetics,
little of fundamental significance has been overlooked.
Following an excellent general survey of the contribu-
tions by L. S. Penrose, there are 16 papers which cover
clinical, cytological, and biochemical issues. It is per-
haps enough to list them:
Enzyme and Protein Polymorphism. By Harry Harris.
Variations in Structure of Human Haemoglobin. By
H. Lehmann and R. W. Carrell.
Genetics of the Thalassaemias. By D. J. Weatherall.
Aspects of Human Blood-Group Specificity. By W. T.
J. Morgan and Winifred M. Watkins.
Inborn Errors of Amino-Acid Metabolism. By Charles
R. Scriver.
Homocystinuria. By D. C. Cusworth and C. E. Dent.
The Porphyrias. By Geoffrey Dean.
Genetics of Common Disorders. By C. 0. Carter.
Familial Predisposition in Man. By J. H. Edwards.
Progress in Mapping Human Autosomes. By J. H.
Renwick.
Human Population Cytogenetics. By W. M. Court
Brown and P. G. Smith.
Autosomal Imbalance and its Syndromes, Excluding
Down's. By P. E. Polani.
Structural Abnornalities of the Sex Chromosomes. By
Patricia A. Jacobs.
Xg and Sex-Chromosome Abnormalities. By R. R.
Race and Ruth Sanger.
Mosaics and Chimaeras. By C. E. Ford.
Reciprocal Translocations. By C. E. Ford and Hilary
M. Clegg.

ARNOLD SORSBY

Surveys, Symposia, and Transactions
Advances in Immunogenetics. Edited by Tibor J.

Greenwalt. (Pp. ix + 223; illustrated + tables. 130s.)

Philadelphia and Toronto: J. B. Lippincott; London:
Pitman Medical. 1967.
New concepts and techniques bring with them a new

jargon. A recent addition to this list is the term 'im-
munogenetics' which is the study of genetically deter-
mined characters that have been shown to take part in
inmmunological processes, or whose characterization in
the laboratory is based on immunological techniques.
The present volume documents a symposium on certain
red cell and plasma polymorphisms, but an immuno-
logical significance is not always apparent. The first
half of the volume contains systematically written
accounts of the characterization of human immuno-
globulins, their structure and pathological and allotypic
variations. For the nonspecialist they provide a good
introduction to these topics. There is a brief account
of variant phenotypes of haptoglobin, transferrin, and a
few red cell enzymes. The sections on advances in
blood groups and erythroblastosis are less systematic, and
the latter is rendered somewhat dated by one of the two
most important practical advances in immunogenetics,
namely the ability to prevent most instances of maternal
Rh immunization. The other major advance is the in-
creased understanding of the genetics of transplantation
antigens and of their relevance to tissue transplantation.
There is no account of this subject. The last chapter is
a stimulating account of the immunogenetics of animals.
The general level ofpresentation ofthe material is good.

Provided the reader is prepared to follow up what he finds
here with a search for further advances which have oc-
curred in the past three years, he will find this book useful.

J. C. WOODROW

Genetic and Environmental Influences on Be-
haviour. A symposium held by the Eugenics
Society in September 1967. Edited by J. M. Thoday
and A. S. Parkes. (Pp. x+ 217; illustrated+ tables.
70s.) Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd. 1968.
This is the fourth of the Eugenics Society Symposia

which have been extremely successful in bringing
together experts from many fields and in opening dis-
cussions on important themes taken from the border-
lands between the social and the life sciences. The
symposium reported in these pages was just as broadly
based and widely ranging as its predecessors: compara-
tive and ethological studies of human behaviour and its
evolution, environmental influences on mammalian evo-
lution, interrelations between genetic and environmental
influences on behaviour, and finally five papers more
closely related to human genetics. The papers are
welded together by introductions and forewords by
chairmen, and by a conclusion at the end of the book by
Dr. C. 0. Carter on some very obvious (when once seen)
applications of genetical knowledge to preventive
medicine.

All the contributors were accomplished speakers and
writers, and the book makes very pleasant reading.
Some of the papers offer us authoritative reviews of
current knowledge, e.g. Professor Court Brown's review
of sex chromosomes and criminality, and the talk on
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