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oncogene capable of causing cancer. On the
other hand, the entry of a single-cellular
organism into the cells of higher organisms
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Social and ethical issues are hardly referred
to: "Heated debate has resulted from screen-
ing programs in the past and much has been
learned". We are not told what the debate
has been about nor what has been learned.

I make no apology for giving these quotes,
the product of a clinical geneticist of 30 years'
experience trying to communicate to the non-
geneticist. While this review is unlikely to
encourage people to buy this book, I hope it
will encourage them to think about how we
can better achieve the increasingly important
task of communicating about genetic issues
to non-geneticists. This is a multidisciplinary
task, and would benefit from the expertise of
those involved in the social and behavioural
sciences, the public understanding of science,
developing educational curricula, as well as
communications using computer software.

SUSAN MICHIE

NOTICE

Fifth Annual Meeting of the
International Genetic Epidemiology
Society

This meeting will be held on 16-18 August
1996 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in conjunction
with the 9th International Congress of
Human Genetics. For further information,
please contact Dr Ruth Ottman, Columbia
University, New York, telephone (212) 305-
9188, fax (212) 305-2426.
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