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Dermatology and the New Genetics.
C Moss, J Savin. (Pp 198; £49.50) Oxford:
Blackwell Science Ltd. 1995.
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This book is prefaced with the admirable
statement that dermatology needed the new
genetics as it had fallen into a rut. Genetic
developments have swept through dermatology and the aim of the authors is to
"bring the new genetics within the grasp of
busy dermatologists".
To this end it has nine chapters dealing
with skin development and its disorders, the
epidermis and its disorders, the dermis and
its disorders, cancer and premature aging,
genetically determined benign tumours, genetic inflammatory skin disorders, immunological disorders, and chromosome disorders,
ending with a short note on prenatal diagnosis
and gene therapy. The chapters are well written and individual disorders are referenced
with the MIM numbers. The content is well
chosen, referenced, and indexed. I particularly appreciated the section on mosaicism
and Blaschko's lines. There are occasional
inaccuracies which may well be corrected in
a subsequent edition. Colour illustrations are
numerous and of good quality, an excellent
aid to geneticists using the book as an aid to
diagnosis. There is a six page glossary of

genetic terms for the benefit of the nongeneticists for whom the book is primarily
aimed.
Overall I feel this book will be useful to
both dermatologists wishing to update themselves on genetic developments within the
field of dermatology and geneticists counselling patients with dermatological features.

