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HUMAN CYTOGENETIC NOMENCLATURE

Call for nomination of members of the Standing
Committee and information on how to vote

Since the Denver Conference in 1960 human
cytogenetic nomenclature has been agreed by inter-
national convention. The current nomenclature is

given in ISCN (1985).' The international committee
which coordinates this activity has been elected by
the cytogenetic community at a meeting held during
the International Congresses of Human Genetics.
The term of office runs for five years, that is, to the
next Congress. Members may serve only two con-

secutive five year terms.
The Committee has a geographical basis as

follows. (1) There are seven members representing
five constituencies: Europe; Canada and the USA;
Mexico, Central and South America; Asia and
Australasia; the Middle East and Africa. (2) Five
members of the Standing Committee should come

from Europe and Canada and the USA, with not
more than three from either of those areas. (3) Two
members of the Standing Committee should come

from Mexico, Central and South America; Asia and
Australasia; the Middle East and Africa, with not
more than one from any single region. The current
committee is M Bobrow (London), M Cohen
(Baltimore), U Francke (Yale), D Harnden (Man-
chester), P Jacobs (New York), G Sutherland
(Adelaide), and J Wahrman (Jerusalem).
As in previous years an open meeting of all

interested human cytogeneticists will be held during
the Seventh International Congress of Human
Genetics in Berlin in September 1986. At this
meeting a report of the work of the Standing
Committee will be presented and a new Standing
Committee will be elected.
Drs Bobrow, Cohen, Francke, and Sutherland are

eligible for re-election and are automatically nomin-

ated. Further nominations are now called for. These
should be sent to the address below before 1 April
1986, accompanied by a signed statement, from the

ISCN (1985). An International System for Human Cytogcnctic
Nomenclature 1985. tlarnden DG, Klingcr HP. eds. Birtlh
Defects published in collaboration with C s'togenet Cell Geniet

(Basel: Karger, 1985); also in Birth Defects: Origintial Article
Series, Vol 21, No 1 (March of Dimes Birth Defccts Founda-

tion, New York, 1985).

nominee, of agreement to serve if elected. Nomina-
tions will not be accepted at the meeting.

Previously, only those present at the Congress
could vote. On this occasion, in addition, human
cytogeneticists not present may cast a postal vote.
Numbered voting papers may be obtained on
request from me. A small self-addressed envelope
stamped with the correct internal postage for your
own country should be enclosed with the request.
Eligibility to vote must be demonstrated by giving
the reference of one paper on human cytogenetics
published by the voter in an established scientific
journal. These steps are necessary to keep down
costs and to ensure that those voting have an active
connection with human cytogenetics. Voting papers
will be sent only to those who comply with these
guidelines.

Detailed instructions on how to vote will be on the
voting paper, but essentially each person will cast a
maximum of seven votes. Votes may be cast for any
nominee regardless of constituency. The seven with
the largest number of votes will be elected subject to
the geographical constraints given above. The new
Committee will elect the chairman from among
themselves. The time and place of the meeting
during the Congress in Berlin will be announced in
the Congress Programme.

DAVID HARNDEN,
Chairman, Initernational Standing

Committee for Human Cytogenetic
Nomenclature,

Paterson Laboratories, Christie
Hospital & Holt Radium Institute,
Manchester M20 9BX, England.

SECOND MANCHESTER BIRTH DEFECTS
CONFERENCE

The Second Manchester Birth Defects Conference
will be held at Holly Royde, University of Manches-
ter Extra-Mural Department Conference Centre
from Wednesday 1 October to Friday 3 October
1986. Further details can be obtained from Dr Dian
Donnai, Department of Medical Genetics, St
Mary's Hospital, Hathersage Road, Manchester
M13 OJH.
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