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This book makes no pretence of being
anything more than a bench book on

biochemical genetics, as illustrated by
its contents and general quality of
presentation. Part I deals with enzyme

assays, describing general procedures
and buffers, and methods for specific
enzymes using fluorimetric, spectro-
photometric, and radioisotope tech-
niques. It should be noted that all but
two of the methods are for lysosomal
enzymes, indicating a distinct bias in

the contents of this section, which
presumably reflects the specialised
interests of the authors.

Part II is on diagnostic tests for
metabolic disorders, specimen col-
lection, and handling. There are

sections on urine spot tests, thin layer
chromatography of a number of types
of metabolite, quantitative amino acid
analysis, organic acid analysis by gas

chromatography, and free and esterified
carnitine assays. An appendix tabulates
the clinical presentation of a range of
disorders, including those of lysosomal
storage, the urea cycle, and amino acid
and organic acid metabolism.
There are obvious reservations about

a book of this nature. One is that it is a

simple recipe book of methods in use in

the authors' laboratory and there is no

critical appraisal of the techniques.
Moreover, some of these methods, that
for quantitative amino acids for
example, are only valid for one parti-
cular type of analyser, and the informa-
tion is of very limited value for a

laboratory with alternative instru-
mentation. A second is that it might
encourage a belief that methods like
chromatography of amino acids and
organic acids, and interpretation of the
results, are straightforward matters
which are learned easily. Recent

newcomers, who might
this book, should be re
number.
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