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lished procedure for the prenatal diagi
genetic disorders and worldwide anal
20 000 cases now indicates that the

the initiated; procedure are very small. The applications in
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om human or not satisfied with direct methods of analysis and
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he conference also clear that in the case of metabolic disorders
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as a key to Details of the range of molecular defects in the

mited appeal, haemophilia A gene (186 kb with 26 exons) and the
stification for haemophilia B gene (34 kb with eight exons) are
undoubtedly being revealed. However, the relationship of dele-

tions to the presence of inhibitors to F VIII and F IX
is still not understood and so far no clear picture has

N R DENNIS emerged concerning the association of inhibitor
formation and the size and position of deletions.
The identification of DNA polymorphisms within
the F VIII and F IX genes has revolutionalised
carrier detection and prenatal diagnosis in these

IS and Kurt disorders.
rk, London: The story of the localisation of the Duchenne/

Becker gene and the subsequent isolation of its
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product is well surveyed by Monaco and Kunkel,
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been outside
dual medical All his twenties crammed with toil;
it volume for "What then?" sang Plato's ghost. "What then?"
of interest to In our onward rush to study molecular genetics,
xception is a we perhaps should remember that many other
id their poly- problems in human genetics still remain to be
appeal but is solved, and this is nowhere more evident than in
review. The Down's syndrome. The authors of this review show
orionic villus how the new cytogenetic and molecular studies may
aemophilias, provide helpful information on such matters as the
lar dystrophy origin of non-disjunction, how maternal age is
netic studies relevant, and the possible effects on the phenotype

of the parental origin of trisomy.
me an estab- There is much to interest most medical geneticists
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