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Vascular Birthmarks: Pathogenesis and Manage-
ment. Edited by T J Ryan and GW Cherry. (Pp 203;
£30). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1987.

This book sets out to ensure that up to date
information about the pathogenesis and manage-
ment of haemangiomas is shared between the many
specialists to whom patients with a birthmark are
referred. In this, it succeeds admirably. There are 10
authors (the length and style of the 12 chapters
varies accordingly!). Different specialities have
suggested different classifications, which has
hindered communication. The first chapter, there-
fore, is the longest (54 pages) and proposes a
classification according to a combination of clinical
and histopathological features and capacity for
dynamic growth and involution illustrated with
electron and conventional micrographs. Clinical
course is described in two chapters. Moroz reports
on 1600 children with vascular birthmarks and
highlights the association with prematurity, and
Bowers confirms that for the majority treatment
should be conservative. However, he emphasises
cases where early interference is justified (for
instance eye involvement).

Six chapters discuss active treatment: the role of
corticosteroids (apparently helpful only in actively
growing strawberry haemangiomata), Argon laser
and other treatments of port wine stains, surgery,
and selective vessel embolisation. As haemangioma
and lymphangioma commonly occur together there
is a short chapter on malformations of lymphatic
vessels.
So what would especially interest a clinical geneti-

cist, as on the top of page two you will find ". . .

there is no evidence for a genetic predisposition"?
The second largest chapter (33 pages) is on the
differential diagnosis of "abnormal cutaneous vascu-
lar patterns" and has tables of acquired and inher-
ited conditions associated with telangiectasia, skin
atrophy, premature ageing, port wine stains, ac-
centuated but normal blood flow patterns, and
palpable haemangiomas. These provide an overview
and are useful as an aide memoire. A short
paragraph on each condition is found in the main
text supported by over 170 references, which include
references to those families with a dominant pattern
of inheritance. Unfortunately, the same typeface is
used for the section, subsection, and paragraph
headings, which is extremely confusing in trying to

decide to which subgroup a particular piece of
information is related. Naturally, too, there is
overlap between this chapter and the same condi-
tions described elsewhere in the book, but this
usually adds to the information rather than con-
fuses. The index is incomplete and erratic (for
example, some syndromes are indexed under 'syn-
drome' and some under their eponyms) and there
are more typographical errors than one would
expect. Redemption is achieved by the final chapter,
which should also interest the thinking geneticist, on
research into haemangioma development, speculat-
ing on the role of endothelial cell type and maturity,
factor VII related antigen, and some 'candidate'
genes. How refreshing to ask "why" and "how",
even if answers are not immediately forthcoming.

PETER A FARNDON

Informative Morphogenetic Variants in the Newborn
Infant
By K Mehes. (Pp 228; £1150.) Budapest: Akade-
miai Kiad6. 1988.

This is the second edition of this small book,
originally published in 1983. It is based on the
author's examination of thousands of newborns.
For each variation, the incidence, inheritance,

definition and diagnosis, and clinical significance is
given. Where associated with syndromes a list is
given.
The main use of the book is in defining and giving

an incidence in newborn populations of the variants.
I do not think giving a list of, often exceedingly rare,
syndromes without any supplementary information
is useful. After each variant references are given and
most are up to date and accessible.

This is.a useful little book that will be helpful to
those lea ing dysmorphology both for the defini-
tions and r the short introductory chapters.

D DONNAI

Prader-Willi Syndrome: Selected Research and
Management Issues
Edited by Mary Lou Caldwell and Ronald L Taylor.
(Pp 110; DM 85.) Berlin, Heidelberg: Springer
Verlag. 1988.

One estimate puts the incidence of the Prader-Willi
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syndrome (PWS) at 1 in 10 000, comparable to the
frequency of phenylketonuria, and PWS is certainly
the commonest chromosomal deletion syndrome.
The hypotonia and failure to thrive as a neonate, the
hyperphagia and obesity from childhood onwards,
the hypogonadism, and the learning difficulties pose
many problems in terms of pathogenesis, diagnosis,
and management, making the syndrome an appro-
priate subject for a monograph. The editors em-
phasise that the "book focuses on selected research
and management issues related to Prader-Willi
syndrome. It is not intended to be a comprehensive
review of the syndrome, nor a 'how to' book on
treatment and management". However, the book is
written with clinical practice in mind and also
assumes little previous knowledge of the various
subjects discussed. It is not just a collection of
research papers.

It starts with a first rate overview of the diagnosis,
characteristics, and management of PWS by Luiselli
et al, followed by an excellent discussion of the
clinical implications of the chromosome 15 abnor-
malities that occur in about 60% of cases by
Ledbetter and Cassidy. They put the recurrence
risk (in the absence of a familial translocation) as
<0-1%. Taylor then gives a good review of the
cognitive and behavioural characteristics, including
a useful discussion of food related behaviour. He
draws attention to the discrepancy between earlier
reports in which up to 97% of people with PWS
were mentally retarded and a more recent study of
his with Caldwell in which they "administered the
Weschler Adult Intelligence Scale to 12 individuals
with the syndrome and found 50% had IQs outside
the retarded range (average IQ=70.25)". While he
does discuss possible explanations he does not
consider ascertainment bias, which may well
account for both extremes. (If his referencing is
correct, his study was actually on 11 subjects who
came from five states to participate in a five week
residential summer programme.)

Chapter 4 is a useful short account of the
management of the problems of hypotonia, develop-
mental delay, and feeding problems in infancy by
Cassidy. I found chapter 5 a less useful, long account
of behaviour management and intervention.
A lot of space is taken up explaining the technical

jargon of behaviour analysis and therapy, which is
not very relevant to a description of five studies of
weight loss and food stealing involving a total of 10
patients with PWS. In six subjects the weight loss
was not maintained and Luiselli himself emphasises
the need for "deliberate programming in extra
therapy settings". His conclusion that "clearly,
behaviour methods have much to offer in designing
comprehensive care programs for the individual

with PWS" is perhaps a little too optimistic. The
more direct approach of surgery for obesity control
is discussed by Wagner in his account of surgical
considerations in PWS. The final chapter summa-
rises the responses of 12 families to a questionnaire
and provides no great surprises.

All in all this is a useful, well referenced mono-
graph. I was disappointed in the lack of research
into the neuroendocrine basis of the hyperphagia,
the understanding of which might allow more
rational intervention. This is a book for most clinical
medical libraries and for those with a special interest
in this puzzling syndrome.

M PEMBREY

Genetics and Alzheimer's Disease
Edited by P M Sinet, Y Lamour, and Y Christen. (Pp
190; DM 108.) Heidelberg: Springer Verlag. 1988.

This volume contains the proceedings of a meeting
held in Paris, in March 1988, by the Fondation Ipsen
pour la Recherche Therapeutique. In recent years
work on genetics, and particularly molecular gene-
tics, has come to the forefront of research into
Alzheimer's disease (AD). The contents of this
book reflect this situation and chapters have been
contributed by many of the leading groups in this
field.

Molecular genetic studies of AD can be divided
into two groups. First, there have been a number of
RFLP linkage studies of families multiply affected
by AD. By March 1988 there had been one report
suggesting linkage between AD and markers on
chromosome 21 from St George-Hyslop and col-
leagues. This group has contributed a thoughtful
chapter to the present volume considering some of
the methodological problems faced by such re-
search, which may account for negative findings
such as those reported in the chapter by Pericak-
Vance and colleagues. The role of genes on chromo-
some 21 in AD is also dealt with in the two chapters
that consider the link between Down's syndrome
and AD. The issues are clearly discussed by Epstein
who also describes work on trisomic and transgenic
mice. Such experimental models are likely to
become increasingly important as assay systems for
genes of possible importance in the aetiology of AD,
and will subsequently play a crucial role in studies of
pathogenic mechanisms and therapeutic strategies.
The second line of research into the molecular

genetics of AD has focused upon the pathologicail
structures found in the brains of sufferers. A
number of chapters in this volume describe recent
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