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mal karyotype, we excluded his family from further
analyses. We examined all available members of
the family of II.15. II.15 and III.13 were balanced
carriers of a t(21q22q), the same as III.14 (Fig. 2).
As shown in Fig. 1, we succeeded in investigating

10 members of the family, representatives of three
generations. A grandmother (1.1) her four daugh-
ters (II.7, II.11, II.13, II.15), and her five grand-
children (III.9, III.11, III.12, III.13, III.14).
The male members of second generation and their
descendants could not be examined as they had
emigrated. Among the 10 members of the family
examined, I.1, II.11, II.13, II.15, III.9, and III.13
were balanced carriers of t(21q22q), while II.7,
III.11, and III.12 had normal karyotypes. III.14
was a patient with Down's syndrome, who
besides the structural abnormality of G/G type
also had one supernumerary chromosome in group
G (Fig. 3).
The small number of families with t(21q22q) re-

ported so far makes this type of reciprocal translo-

cation very interesting from the genetic point of
view. The available data seem to suggest an ex-
cess of carriers compared to cases with Down's syn-
drome but because of the small number of families
studied no firm conclusion can be drawn (Hamerton,
1968 and 1971; Chapman et al, 1973).
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SI Units
With the recommended introduction of SI (Systeme International) Units for re-

porting hospital laboratory results, the Editorial Committee of the 7ournal of Medical
Genetics has decided that these will be introduced in the journal from 1975. It has
been agreed that where the numerical value of a new unit is the same as at present,
the new unit only will be used, eg, haemoglobin: 12 g/100 ml will now be expressed
as 12 g/dl. However, where the numerical value expressed in SI Units is different
from the value expressed in the units in current use results will, for some time, be
reported both in SI and old units, eg, blood pressure: 100 mmHg= 13-3 kPa.
A list of references are given below for the aid of authors and readers and the

March 1975 issue ofJMG will carry a table of some relevant recommended SI Units.
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