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Sir,
A number of statistical points in Dr. Verbov's

interesting paper 'Dermatoglyphs in Leukaemia' in
your journal (1970, 7, 125-131) call for comment.
The x2 test analysis of Tables I and II is invalid

as the author himself points out (p. 125, col. 2, 3rd
line from bottom et seq.)-quoting these test results
can therefore serve no real purpose and appears to
me positively misleading.

Fig. 1 and 2 (p. 126) show the distribution of
individuals classified by total number of whorls.
The author states 'proper comparison is impossible'
between the cases and controls shown in these
figures. But this is only true if one insists on doing
a t test. For data like these a non-parametric test
is required and here the best test appears to be the
Rank Sum test, also known as the Wilcoxon test or
the Mann-Whitney U test (Siegel, 1956). This test
is valid and is approximately 95% as efficient as the
t test when the t test is applicable. For males this
gives a two-sided significance level of 0-03.

An alternative valid analysis of the data in Fig. 1
is suggested by Dr. Verbov (p. 127, col. 1, 1. 10-11).
This is to condense the data into a 2 x 2 table as
follows:

Acute Controls TotalILeukaemi
Whorls
0-1 9 38 47
2-10 23 38 61
Total 32 76 108

but this test has less power than the Rank Sum
test-in this case it gives a two-sided significance
level of 0-06.

Yours, etc.,
M. C. Pike.

Siegel, S.
sciences.
127.
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Congress of Human Genetics
The 4th International Congress of Human Genetics

will be held in Paris from 6-11 September 1971.
The morning sessions will be devoted to symposia

for which there will be three invited speakers. Each
symposium will be followed by a discussion. After-
noons will be reserved for the presentation of short
communications. Round table discussions of certain
subjects are also planned. The official languages of the
Congress will be English and French.
Further details can be obtained from the Congress

Secretariat: Congres-Services, 1 Rue Jules-Lefebvre,
Paris 9e, France.
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