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with an important and up to c
knowledge of this area, incluc
velopment ofnormal sleep patter
of sleep disorders in childhoo(
methods of investigation and n
Details of the basic neuroanat
physiology, and neurochemistry
appropriately contained in the
adult volume (Kryger MH, et
1994), as the intention of the p:
ume is to focus on the differen
practising sleep disorders medic
and children. This it achieve,
Ferber and Kryger's clearly writ
structured book is not only r

interesting but also a comprehen
of both theoretical and clinical
The understanding with which
written reflects the considerablc
perience of many of the authors
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though particularly well written.
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date working I dipped into this book, jealously prepared to
ling the de- find fault with it. Alan Emery has already
ms, the range written two books on muscular dystrophy,
d, and their and this was the book I had meant to write
nanagement. when I retire. I soon stopped dipping and
:omy, neuro- read it through. It has none of the textbook
of sleep are character of his previous writings. It is my
companion book but much better than I would have
al, 2nd ed, written. Marcia Emery has added a hugely

aediatric vol- important dimension in her work on the 19th
ices between century history of the subject. Together, their
:ine in adults account of Edward Meryon and his con-

s admirably. tribution at last does justice to the man and
tten and well goes far to justify the recent efforts in this
eadable and country to use "Meryon's disease" as a catch-
isive account all eponym for all forms of X linked dys-
information. trophin deficiency. Much original work has
i the text is gone into the biography of Meryon and all
e clinical ex- libraries ofthe history and biography ofmedi-

cine should have this book for this reason if
leep related for no other. There is less that is new here
resented, al- about Duchenne, but the authors have done
Throughout him justice too, and I believe have got the
phasis placed balance right in their assessment of the con-

as a method tributions of these two men. But surely, I
'e more ap- hoped, they won't have discovered the run-

ilities for this ning controversy between them, carried out

than in the in footnotes, and obscure passages of Du-
forms of in- chenne's massive "De l'Electrisation Localisee"

in its second and third editions? But yes they
to be critical have. Or found William Gowers' reference to

ch represents his information on the later family history of
ep disorders Meryon's first case "the Hon George P"? But
d importance yes they had. Or found that among Du-
ng children's chenne's cases (Case CII, De l'Electrisation

Localisee, 3rd ed, 1872: 612-15) a mother had
affected sons by two fathers thus providing us

G STORES with retrospective evidence of X linkage?
Well, no they hadn't, but it is not such a

critical point after all. But not only is the 19th
century story wonderfully well told, but is

isease: Du- seamlessly continued to the present day (a
[r Meryon's 1994 reference to "emerin" deficiency in
vlarcia L H Emery-Dreifuss dystrophy being excusably
ndon: Royal added in proof). Emery's clear but detailed
3N 1 85315 account of the step by step development of

our understanding of Duchenne muscular

dystrophy (with briefer accounts ofother dys-
trophies) is masterly and full of deep insights
about the relative importance of the many
men and women who have provided the crit-
ical advances or triggered the critical scientific
debates. Everyone who has made an im-
portant contribution to the history of this
disease, including several subscribers to this
Journal, will find their name in the author
index, and for many of them there is in-
teresting biographical detail. But more im-
portantly than that is the way in which Emery
has fully grasped the many stages at which
advances in Duchenne muscular dystrophy
have reflected or pioneered the progress in
genetics and has woven them together to
make an important contribution to the history
of genetics as a whole. This is a book which
geneticists with any hankering after history
should own; it deserves to become a col-
lectors' piece. But it also contains enough
explanation, without being didactic, to appeal
to the much wider readership which it de-
serves.

DAVID GARDNER-MEDWIN

NOTICE

Gene Therapy of Cancer,
AIDS and Genetic
Disorders

The International Centre for Genetic En-
gineering and Biotechnology will be holding
the above symposium on 10-13 April 1996
in Trieste, Italy. For further information
contact Ms Elisabetta Lippolis, ICGEB,
Padriciano 99, 34012 Trieste, Italy. Tel:
+39-40-3757332, fax: +39-40-226555.

ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND

One day you may

need our help

A nationwide support service

for doctors in need,
their wives, husbands and children

Help the medical profession help themselves

Donations and enquiries to:
The Secretary, Royal Medical Benevolent Fund, 24, King's Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 8QN

Tel: (0181) 540 9194 Fax: (0181) 542 0494
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