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cisms. Having read the text through
rather than 'dipping into it' at random,
there is repetition of material, both
in the introductions of the various
chapters, as well as in the topics
covered in the individual chapters,
something that editors of multiauthor
texts should be wary of.
The index does not cross reference

items and topics in enough detail. For
example, if one wanted to look up
epilepsy and anticonvulsants, these are
covered in numerous sections of the
book, but one is required to look up
the individual anticonvulsants one by
one to find the relevant material. The
use of a hierarchical index with high-
lighting in the main section would have
been helpful.
The text also suffers from being

parochially North American in its
terminology and listing of centres with
experience and interest in this topic.
In addition, while the reader can usually
get the sense of what the authors
are attempting to convey, on many
occasions this requires the ability to
understand what might be politely
called 'neologisms' or more correctly
'North Americanisms'.
While this book might well appeal

to obstetricians, paediatricians, and
clinical geneticists who deal with
enquiries of this nature, I am afraid the
drawbacks outlined, when the cost is
taken into account, might not make it a
first choice for the reference bookshelf.
For that price, I would expect the last
word!
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