
However, there is little mention of the unpala- There then follow descriptions of 100 or so selected
table fact that the majority of those whose child is Mendelian disorders, often chosen to illustrate a
handicapped could have taken no steps to avoid the particular principle. This first section of the book
tragedy and that this can happen to those who do also contains chapters on population genetics, the
everything possible before pregnancy. genetics of development and maldevelopment, and

In general, the author's enthusiasm to promote multifactorial inheritance.
genetic knowledge is admirable but there are The second section deals with selected topics such
occasions when it becomes misleading. A table lists as prenatal diagnosis, teratology, immunogenetics,
diseases to which recombinant DNA techniques can somatic cell genetics, cancer genetics, and behaviour
now be applied. This includes Charcot-Marie-Tooth genetics. As one might expect from these authors,
disease and spinal muscular atrophy. The table the chapter on cardiovascular disease is compre-
correctly specifies that this applies only to the X hensive and the genetic aspects of ischaemic heart
linked varieties of these diseases but could cause disease and the hyperlipidaemias are particularly
frustration and disappointment for the families well covered. Throughout, the authors draw
affected with the enormously more common auto- attention to the ethical, legal, and moral issues
somal varieties where there is as yet nothing on inherent in the practice of medical genetics,
offer. More inexplicable, however, is a sentence in summarising them in the excellent final chapter on
the section on indications for amniocentesis which genetic counselling.
states that if a woman is carrying twins there is a 1 in The text is clear and concise and contains much
6 risk that one will have a chromosome abnormality. factual information. Aspects such as molecular
Presumably some qualifying phrase has got lost, but genetics are illustrated with clear line drawings, and
this needs clarifying in a future edition. the book contains a wealth of clinical photographs

Overall, however, the book gives a fair and which are well chosen, although occasionally there is
accurate account of the current scene. It is aimed at loss of clarity in the reproduction. The main strength
the literate, non-medical, potential parent and does of the book, in my view, is the authors' use of their
provide a readily understandable and readable extensive practical experience to bring to life the
description of these complex subjects. In the UK basic science so that the result is a textbook which is
there are probably few parents who want so much both stimulating and enjoyable to read.
background information but the book's scope is The book is intended for medical and other
likely to be appreciated by nurse counsellors, students in the health sciences, and as an accom-
interested laboratory workers, and general practi- paniment to courses in human genetics for both
tioners who want an easily digested update of this graduate and postgraduate students. Paediatricians
fast moving field. and other clinicians wishing to learn more about the

subject will find it useful. It would be a valuable
A C BERRY addition to every genetic clinic, particularly where

there are geneticists and health workers in training.
CHRISTINE GARRETTF

Medical Genetics: Principles and Practice
3rd edition. By James J Nora and F Clarke Fraser.
(Pp 399; £21-69.) Philadelphia, London: Lea and Annual Review of Genetics
Febiger. 1989. Volume 22. Edited by A Campbell, B Baker, and

I Herskovitz. (Pp 704; $38-00.) Palo Alto: Annual
This is a well established book which occupies the Reviews Inc. 1988.
ground between the primers of medical genetics and
larger textbooks. In the third edition the authors I have come to expect quality and value for money
have taken the opportunity to reorganise and from Annual Reviews, and this volume certainly
expand the material on molecular genetics into a delivers both. There are 22 chapters averaging
separate chapter, thus providing a clear and up to 30 pages and 100 references each, and as usual the
date introduction to a fast changing field. Other topics range over the whole of genetics, from maize
material has been revised and less relevant material developmental genetics to insulin dependent dia-
omitted, so that, overall, the volume maintains its betes. Six or eight of the reviews are directly
former length. relevant to clinical genetics.

In the first section, the principles of human If I wanted to be critical I would complain that the
heredity are discussed in terms of genetic disorders contents are a little predictable and the authors are
at the chromosomal, biochemical, and DNA levels. all American. The predictability is no doubt the
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