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The European School of Medical Genetics, Sestri
Levante (Genoa), 6 to 12 April 1988

Hosted by Professor G Romeo from the Istituto G
Gaslini in Genoa (arguably the largest paediatric
hospital in Europe), and organised jointly with
Professor Victor McKusick, this first European
School of Medical Genetics was a most successful
and enjoyable occasion. The seven day course was a
European equivalent of Bar Harbor and, as with the
latter, is to be repeated each spring at Sestri Levante
on the Italian riviera.
Teaching was intensive. The mornings were de-

voted to a total of 37 lectures covering a wide range
of subjects, but with the emphasis on molecular
genetics, population genetics, and linkage analysis,
showing, for example, how molecular techniques
are enhancing our understanding of sex, cytogen-
etics, and multifactorial disease, as well as being
more directly applicable in the genetic clinic, for
prenatal diagnosis and in the approach to future
gene therapy. They included up to date reviews
from experts of international reputation on molecu-
lar aspects of sex determination, i thalassaemia,
cystic fibrosis, X linked muscular dystrophy, Hunt-
ington's disease, hyperlipidaemias, and Wilms'
tumour, with discussion of the techniques of fine
gene mapping and 'reverse genetics'. The evening
lectures were intended more as scientific seminars
and included an exciting presentation from Profes-
sor Tom Caskey (Houston) on using a polymerase
chain reaction with mRNA template to characterise
each family specific mutation in Lesch-Nyhan dis-
ease and hence have a method for producing family
specific cDNA gene probes for diagnosis. The
afternoon workshops were the least satisfactory part
of the course, but will be improved in future years
by subdivision of the students according to experi-
ence and preference for solving problems of genetic
logic.
One room of the 'castle' in which the lectures

were held housed eight microcomputers, the pres-
ence of which seemed a little incongruous when
considered by the light (and odour) of the log fire at
the end of the room, although less so upon learning
that Marconi had made his first radio transmission
from within the castle grounds. Students had free

access to the computers throughout the course, and
during breaks or as an alternative to the afternoon
workshop there was ample time for tuition and
practice on the various linkage and database pro-
grammes. In constant demand was the on-line
version of Mendelian inheritance in man (OMIM),
which, in addition to giving the latest update of
McKusick's text and reference citation for any
specified Mendelian condition, can now be used in a
search mode to find all entries using selected key
words in the text, in order to be able to use these as
diagnostic handles for differential syndrome diag-
nosis. Although currently only available through
Telenet links with Baltimore, it is proposed to
establish a second centre for distribution at Le
Centre d'Etude du Polymorphisme Humaine
(CEPH) in Paris during 1988 in order to facilitate
access for European subscribers. It is also rapidly
becoming of urgent importance to establish a prac-
tical database of those genetic conditions for which
DNA (or biochemical) testing can be offered, and
one wonders whether OMIM will complement the
mapping data already accumulating at CEPH so that
such a practical database can be easily established.
A copy of McKusick's own summary of gene
mapping, which has now been published as a four
part document entitled The morbid anatomy of the
human genome, was given to each student. In a
rapidly changing field this must surely become the
basis of a classic text once the rate of change starts to
plateau.
The 120 students were all postgraduate and from a

wide variety of European genetic institutions, with
scientists and clinicians being roughly equal in
number. Several students were assisted by funding
from the Federation of European Biochemical
Societies (FEBS) under whose auspices the course
was organised. The two hour lunch break and
leisurely evening meals led to valuable discussion
and fruitful exchange of ideas with European
colleagues. Arguably of greatest value, however,
was the ample opportunity for informal discussions
with the faculty members to supplement the more
formal questioning following each lecture.
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It is now planned to run this course every year and
increasing competition for places can be anticipated.
For anyone working or training in medical genetics,
whether in scientific research or in a clinical post,
the opportunity to obtain a comprehensive update
of the field surrounded by such beautiful scenery,
good food, good wine, and stimulating company

will be a
attend.

privilege for those fortunate enough to

P W LUNT
Department of Medical Genetics,

St Mary's Hospital,
Whitworth Park,

Manchester M13 OJH.

Announcements

THE 4TH INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE
FRAGILE X SYNDROME AND X LINKED MENTAL
RETARDATION
This workshop will be held in New York on 4 to 8
August 1989. For information, please write to W
Ted Brown, Workshop Chairman, New York State
Institute for Basic Research in Developmental
Disabilities, 1050 Forest Hill Road, Staten Island,
NY 10314, USA.

CLINICAL GENETICS SOCIETY
The next meeting of the Clinical Genetics Society
will be held on 30 and 31 March 1989 at the
University of Southampton. Further information
can be obtained from the Secretary, Professor N C
Nevin, Department of Medical Genetics, Belfast
City Hospital, Lisburn Road, Belfast BT9 7AB,
Northern Ireland.
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